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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents: 

The Examiner has entered a three-way restriction requirement; namely, Group I - 
claims 1-37, drawn to a two part disinfecting system; Group II - claims 38-41, drawn to a 
method for making a disinfecting composition; and Group III - claims 42-48, drawn to a method 
for disinfecting a substrate. In response, Applicants hereby elect, without traverse, the Group I 
claims (i.e., claims 1-37) for examination at this time. However, Applicants do not aquiesce to 
the Examiner's reading of U.S. Patent Nos. 4,084,747 and 4,288,428, and reserve the right to 
traverse any application by the Examiner of such patents as "prior art" under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 or 
103. Furthermore, Applicants note that the Examiner has pointed to Groups I, II and III as being 
related product and process claims. In view of Applicants' election of the product claims (i.e., 
Group I), Applicants respectfully request that the process claims of Groups II and III be rejoined 
following a determination that the Group I claims are allowable. 



Application No. 10/680,703 

Response to Restriction Requirement dated January 16, 2007 

With respect to the Examiner's request for an election of species, and for purpose 
of initial examination only, Applicants hereby elect the following species of chlorite, acid and 
nitrogenous stabilizer: sodium chlorite, lactic acid, and sulfamic acid, respectively. Claims 1-5, 
7-9, 14-17 and 23-37 are generic to these species, while claims 6, 10-13 and 18-19 read thereon. 
In addition, Applicants hereby elect, for purpose of initial examination only, the species wherein 
the first and second parts are aqueous solutions. Claims 1-33 and 36-37 are generic to this 
species, while claim 34 reads thereon. 

In view of the above, consideration and allowance of the pending claims is 
respectfully requested. 
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